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SUMMER SEMINAR-FORDEAM 


Rev. Richard Grady, S.J., Director of 
Fordham's Department of Commmnication 
Arts, announces a Summer Seminar of 
Theatre Practice from July 7 to August 
16 with the following instructors al- 
ready signed, in addition to the staff 
members now serving in the Theatre Di- 
vision: Arthur Hopkins, Production and 
Directing; Lee Simonson, Design in the 
Modern Theatre; Stanley McCandless, 
Concurrently a Radio Seminar offering 
a 120-hour package calls for courses in 
production, direction and writing run- 
ning through the full six weeks, with 
business aspects introduced the fourth 
week, television the fifth week, and 
the social aspect of radio stressed in 
the sixth week, Instructors in radio 
will include: Morton Gould, Worthing- 
ton Miner, Ed Herlihy, Arthur Hull 
Hayes, Joseph Moran, and Robert Louis 


Shayon,. 
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DINNEEN PLAYWRITING FELLOWSHIP 





The Playwriting Fellowship awarded 
last year for the first time in memory 
of Father Dinneen, S.J., one of the 
founders of the Conference, will be 
given again this year according to an 
announcement made by Sister Mary Peter, 
O.P., President of Rosary College. 

The fellowship is made possible by 
the gift of an anonymous donor to the 
playwright who submits full length or 
one-act scripts showing the greatest 
promise in the opinion of the award com- 
mittee. The winner receives $1500 to 
enable him or her to continue playwrit- 
ing at Rosary College. If it is im- 
possible for the winner to reside at 
the college, an additional fund is avail- 
able for living costs, 

Please urge those interested to apply 
to Rosary College or to the Service Bur- 
eau for application blanks which call 
for background information and experi- 
ence. Closing date is June 1, 1947. 


Circle 7-0236 














COMMUNITY THEATRE 





All over the country - Salt Lake City, 
St. Louis, New Haven, and Racine for 
some specific examples - Catholic Com- 
munity Theatres are bursting out. It is 
the natural goal of Catholic educational 
theatre; it is the answer to the decen- 
tralization of theatre, which pops up as 
a Sunday Drama Section topic every so 
often; it is Catholic culture for the 
adults of your community, and we believe 
the country will be the better for it. 

Watch out for some pitfalls. Between 
high school and college and the new com- 
munity theatre groups there is a broad 
gap - in production, in discipline. What 
was done for points in school, will be 
done now without recognition at cost of 
spare time relaxation or other duties. 
The standards of production must be 
higher. This is adult, mature theatre 
which will hold its own with traveling 
stock companies or deservedly fail. No 
one owes you theatre subscriptions simp- 
ly because you use Catholic in your name 
- you must stand or fall on the taste 
and skill of your productions. 

Because many of the new groups have 
made their first request a sample con- 
stitution, may we be excused here for 
repeating a Conference policy? The or- 
ganization of work within your group 
must depend upon local talent and local 
willingness to share responsibility. 
These can best be discovered in produc- 
tion. The Conference, therefore, urges 
new groups to set up a temporary policy 
of operation and get to work on a play 
for private or public performance, but 
let constitution-making wait until you 
have worked together on a few plays, 

The Conference can tell you what other 
groups do; what your group does will de- 
pend on its own members. What works in 
Los Angeles or Detroit may not succeed 
in Montreal or Richmond. Give your mem- 
bers time to discover how they can pro- 
duce the best results before binding 
them finally to constitutional legality. 
Revisions of a prematurely contrived 
constitution will cost you more in in- 
terest and equanimity than a year of 
waiting for the document. 


"STORM" 





Edith Mirick has sent us a copy of the 
latest revision of STORM, which was used 
in the Mundelein College production Feb, 
16-17. Mrs. Mirick went to Chicago for 
the performances, 


SHAKE WELL AFTER USING 





Newest recipe for spring tonic is a 
cross-country. trip to Conference member 
groups; the Secretary vouehes for its 
curative and inspirational powers. Here 
is a small taste. 

At Cincinnati Sally Moormann, Instruc- 
tor in Speech and Drama at the College 
of Mt. St. Joseph on the Ohio, met a de- 
layed train to consult with the Secre- 
tary on Nominating Committee business, 
Cincinnati's station offers excellent 
facilities for discussion, and far more 
space, in fact, than the Service Bureau. 
After so successful an experience there, 
the Secretary looked forward to the next 
stop at St. Louis' Union Terminal where 
the director of the new Cardinal Glennon 
Commnity Theatre was to appear, 

Miss Belle Marie Mullins performed her 
introduction of St. Louis in so persua- 
sive a style that any attempt at objec- 
tive review is impossible, But so 
thoughtful a cicerone will surely pro- 
vide a wise guide for the new community 
theatre. Plans were well set for the 
production of SHADOW AND SUBSTANCE, and 
the backing of a committee of eighteen 
of St. Louis’ important business leaders 
indicates solid support. Part of the 
city tour was a trip to St. Louis Uni- 
versity for a Workshop production of 
ANTIGONE, with Maxine Schlingman beside 
us in the audience as ignorant as we of 
the next development. The Playhouse 
Club is acquiring much extra experience 
in these all-student productions and a 
broader sampling of dramatic literature 
than would be possible if productions 
were limited to Miss Schlingman's avail- 
able time - especially with MARY OF 
SCOTLAND as the oncoming major produc- 
tion. Following the ANTIGONE there was 
a rehearsal of ARIA DA CAPO, the Play- 
house Club's entry in the Chicago Col- 
lege Festival. 

At Monte Cassino in Tulsa Sister Mary 
Immaculata's Masquers played special 
hostesses at dinner, There were exciting 
plans in the air for the initiation of 
new members the following week, and it 
was easy to see that in a school where 
an unusual amount of prestige has been 
earned by dramatics, membership in the 
Masquers is a signal honor. Miss Eagan, 
current President, hopes to join the 
Corps de Ballet at Radio City Music 
Hall after completing her studies next 
June. But if there were aspirants to 
New York stage careers the Secretary did 

(continued on insert page) 














SHAKE WELL AFTER USING 
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her best to rout them with gruesom, al- 
beit true, tales of the sad lot of the 
would-be actor or radio artist in New 
York. 

The trip from Tulsa to Wichita was a 
novel experience, geographically and 
otherwise. Proved - you my safely 
leave a hatbox in the Tulsa Station at a 
newsstand: a porter will find you somehow 
on your train and deliver it; you may 
pick up another passenger's (and a better) 
coat and start putting it on without even 
dark looks from the owner: she will con- 
tinue to play gin-rummy, or whatever it 
is Kansans play) while she observes the 
appropriation unconcernedly; you may have 
as your companion a Benedictine Sister 
more enthusiastic about the Conference 
than you are: she will suffer through re- 
hearsals of your speech. 

At Wichita we were met by members of 
the Sacred Heart College Masquettes who 
drove us over icy, zero-winded streets to 
the College which was serving as one of 
the Houses of Hospitality for Conference 
guests. The Secretary's suite spelled an 
informal reception before the meeting of 
members from the West Central Region 
scheduled late Friday afternoon and again 
after the theatre party that night. 
Sister Mary William, Ad.Pp.S., has pro- 
mised to come to the National Convention; 
if she could carry Sacred Heart's facil- 
ities in her pocket, she'd have the post 
of Hospitality Chairman. A dinner for 
the members of the West Central Region 
followed the afternoon meeting. To a New 
Yorker the rental of Wichita University's 
1500-seat auditorium and beautiful stage 
staffed by eleven hands for $20 (includ- 
ing two rehearsals, to boot) was so se- 
vere a shock that it was hard to do jus- 
tice to any play. But Sister Vincentia, 
C.S.J., made the assignment as easy as 
possible by choosing MURDER IN A NUNNERY 
for the Cathedral High School production. 
All members of the Wichita Unit sold 
tickets for the production, thereby earn- 
ing the overhead for the West Central 
Regional Meeting. 

The session Saturday morning, opened 
by Mrs. L, G. Bujarski, Regional Chair- 
man, was greeted by Right Rev. W. M. 
Farrell, Ordinary of the Diocese, Father 
Hartke in the major address summarized 


1947 Trends in Theatre very effectively, 
pointing appeals to Conference members 
for revivals of the classics and new 
plays. The remainder of the morning was 
given to individual sessions on various 
levels. 

Monsignor Farrell and Monsignor McNeil 
(NCTC Executive Board Member), and 
Father Hertke were guests of honor at 
the luncheon, which was attended by more 
than 200. Sitting on the dais too were 
Mrs. L. G. Bujarski, Regional Chairman, 
Sister Mary Xavier, B.V.M., Treasurer of 
the Wichita Unit, and Sister Mary Vin- 
centia, C.S.J., Secretary of the Unit. 
Emmet A. Blaes, a member of the Execu- 
tive Board of NCCM's Radio Committee 
and active in Wichita's Catholic Action 
Committee, was toastmaster. John Speer 
of the KFH Staff spoke on Educational 
Radio Programs, and the Conference 
Secretary talked about the organization 
of Catholic Community Theatres. After 
lunch Father Hartke and the Secretary 
answered questions propounded by the 
delegates, and this was followed by a 
professional demonstration of make-up. 

Delegates were invited to a dinner at 
Mount St. Mary's Saturday evening, and 
aspecial matinee performance of the 
play was given Sunday afternoon for the 
Religious who did not attend Friday 
evening. 

Going from Wichita's enthusiastic 
gathering - with representatives from 
Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Kansas, Ne- 
braska and Missouri - which provides 
much solid interest for future activity, 
to Chicago's Edgewater Beach Club for 
the final program of the College Festiv- 
al was enough excitement to last until 
June « 

300 guests gathered Feb, 9 in Chicago 
to listen to speeches and applaud 
awards for work done in the two previous 
days. Mrs. Christopher Wyatt came on 
from New York to give the major address 
at the luncheon, and Louis Calhern, cur- 
rently playing Justice Holmes in THE 
MAGNIFICENT YANKEE in Chicago, gave to 
the college students very sane advice. 
Father Donohue, NCTC Chairman, greeted 
the guests briefly in the name of the 
Conference and with Father Schroeder, 
toastmaster, had the pleasure of hearing 








Loras College's entry (which was 
Father Donohue's adaptation of OEDIPUS) 
rated Superior by Walter Kerr. Also 
given Superior rank were Rosary Col- 
lege's scene from MOOR BORN and Loyola 
University's ILE. The award was a 
special pride to Loyola's Curtain Guild 
which has only this year resumed activi- 
ties. Mr. Donald Stinson, director, 
stopping in at the Service Bureau a 
fortnight later, makes it plain that 
the Curtain Guild will not be content 
with earning only one "superior." 

The complete program of plays at 
Chicago follows: 

Friday, Feb. 7 « Afternoon 
ARIA DA CAPO, St. Louis University 
THE SUMMONS OF SARIEL, Ottumwa Heights 
THE GOOSEBERRY MANDARIN, St, Mary of 
the Woods College 


Friday, Feb. 7 - Evening 
A ROOM IN THE TOWER, De Paul University 
GRAY BREAD, Clarke College 
OEDIPUS THE KING, Loras College 


Saturday, Feb. 8 - Morning 
A MATTER OF WAITING, Mary Manse Collgge 
WILL O' THE WISP, Le Clerc College 
ILE, Loyola University Curtain Guild 


Saturday, Feb, 8 - Afternoon 
MOOR BORN, Rosary College 
I REMEMBER MAMA, Barat College of the 
Sacred Heart 
DARK VICTORY, College of St, Francis 


Following each session of plays, Mr. 
Walter Kerr gave criticism of the plays 
and productions, His remarks were the 
most valuable asset of the Festival, and 
the Conference - Central Region and ~ 
Headquarters - is grateful to him for 
the constructive help given to so many 
individual groups. 

In a meeting of the directors con- 
cerned, on Friday afternoon, it was de- 
cided that "superior" ratings should be 
announced publicly. In the session on 
Festivals at the National Convention 
the question of announced ratings and 
individual awards will undoubtedly be 
raised again, 


After brief visits to Mundelein Col- 
lege to thank Sister Carmelia and Sister 
Jeannelle for their gracious and gener- 
ous cooperation - and to report the 
enthusiastic applause given at the lunch- 
eon to Mr. Petterson for his help back- 
stage, and to Loyola Academy to thank 
Father Walker, Mr. Haas, S.J., and Mr. 
Bamberger for their help in the high 
school festival last November, the 
circuit was completed by a trip to 
Rosary College to consult with Sister 
Peter 0,.P., on Nominating Committee 
deliberations - the slate will be an- 
nounced in May's Calendar. 

Thank you for your patience with 
necessarily delayed mail. It is a tre- 
mendous help to the secretary to meet 
members face to face, and it is a 
strong incentive to learn the depth of 
interest in the Conference throughout 
the country. To the West Central Region 
and most particularly the Wichita Unit, 
whose members made the trip possible, 
the Secretary is most grateful. 

Wichita and Chicago are only small 
tastes of what the National Convention 
will be with its nation-broad pase. 
Confidently we urge the key person in 
every member group to come to Washington 
June 20-23. Jt will be well worth your 
while, 


COLLABORATION 





At a meeting Feb. 1 in the Fine Arts 
Building, Chicago, the directors from 
Chicago's Catholic High Schools dis- 
cussed the possibility of pooling the- 
atrical equipment - lights, props, etc. 
The meeting itself was an outgrowth of 
the Chicago High School Festival last 
November, and Miss Cuny, Regional Chair- 
man, is delighted at the continuing 
interest in cooperative effort among the 
high school directors, 

Similarly at Wichita the question of 
a costume clearing house was raised, 

For some groups at remote points, the 
shipment of costumes can be expensive. 
The Secretary agreed to keep a record of 
costumes (number, size, description) 
available for rent or loan to other 
Conference members near by, 
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BROADWAY — 
By Mrs. stopher Wyatt 


ALL MY SONS - A drama involving the temp 
tations to profit from the war, but with 
an underlying theme of the brotherhood 
of man. Extremely well acted and well 
directed by Elia Kazan. 

CRAIG'S WIFE - A revival of George Kel- 
ly's former prize-winner about the wife 
who rates security higher than a husband 
Judith Evelyn as Mrs. Craig gives very 
little hint of the charm that attractea 
her husband before he discovered her 
real character. The supporting cast is 
very good. 

JOHN LOVES - New farce comedy by 
the author of RUTH is really just 
as funny, although the locale has gone 
from suburbia to the St. Regis, The 
story, if anything, is almost too full 
of complications, but the laughs keep up 
with then, 

RUTH DRAPER - It is delightful to report 
that Ruth Draper has revisited New York 
with some new and very telling sketches 
as well as her rightly famous repertoire, 
She is without peer in her field. 





FROM THE PUBLISHERS 





Dorothy L. Sayers' radio play-cycle on 
the life of Christ, THE MAN BORN TO Br 
KING, printed in Great Britain, is ob- 


tainable here through Baker's Plays ($3.75) 


The author spends considerable time in 
her introduction on discussion of reli- 
gious drama, which is of special interest 
to workers in Catholic theatre. 
Dramatists Play Service has announced 
immediate release of JOAN OF LORRAINE 
(while Broadway Company is playing) in 
non-stock cities. If interested, consult 
Dramatists for definite permission in 
your locality. Royalty is $50 for lst 
performance; $25 for each repeat. Cloth 
bound books $2.50; in paper, Mar. 1, 85¢. 
Because there is a possibility of an- 
other touring company of I REMEMBER MAMA 
the play is not yet released generally - 
in fact it is more restricted than JOAN. 
Apply to Dramatists Play Service for per- 
mission before planning production, Roy- 
alty $50 for lst; $25 for each repeat. 
Only cloth bound books ($2.50) available. 
Samuel French informs us that TOBIAS 
AND THE ANGEL, withdrawn in the fall, is 
now available. Contemplated Broadway 
revival has not come off, $25 royalty 
for lst performance; $20 for each repeat. 


CROSS-COUNTRY CIRCUIT - MARCH 


Chicago - Loyola Community Theatre offers 
THE WHITEHEADED BOY on Mar. 16-17. 
Davenport - Twelve Senior Drama Students 
at Immaculate Conception Academy, members 
of Cameo Players, will present as their 
graduation recital the 3-act play HERE 
SHE COMES by Jean Lee Latham the first 
week of March before an invited audience. 
Detroit - Mar. 29-30 (mat, & eve.), and 
Mar. 31, Apr. 1-2 (eve) have been set 
aside at Art Institute for Catholic Thea- 
tre of Detroit's MARY (@F MAGDALA. 

Dubugue - Loras Players offer Obey's NOAH 
Mar, 22-23-2h. 

New Haven - Campus Theatre Players of Al- 
bertus Magnus College have chosen BARTER 
for their Lenten play. Mar. 23-24. 

New Rochelle - OF HIS OWN HOUSE, 1946 
Bishop Sheil Award place-winner, will be 
produced Mar. 27 by Props and Paint, Col- 
lege of New Rochelle. 

New York - Blackfriars' Guild opens the 
run of Father Nagle's modern morality 
play (with Angels, Fallen Angels, Humans 
and Gadgets), ON THE SEVENTH DAY, Mar. 6. 
Playing to April l. 

Fordham University Theatre presents THE 
SUMMONING OF EVERYMAN on campus Mar. 14- 
15-16, and in four parishes within New 
York area Mar. 22-23 and 29-30. Mr. Klo- 
ten directs; settings by Mr. Sisk. 
Pittsburgh - MARY OF MAGDALA by Ernest 
Milton is also the choice of Catholic 
Theatre Guild of Pittsburgh for Lent. 
Putnam, Ct. - Putnam Catholic Academy's 
Dramatic Club will present JANE EYRE mid- 
Lent, Mar, 15-16. 

Richmond - Catholic Theatre Guild stages 
Father 0'Kane's Passion Play with 1947 
improvements in music, scenery, and cos- 
tumes. Mar. 30-31, at the Mosque. 

St. Louis - Workshop Group of St. Louis 
University announces a premiere perforn- 
ance Mar. 5 of John Tumpane's TRIANGLE, 
and on Mar. 19 a production of Lady 
Gregory's RISING OF THE MOON, 

Shreveport - Catholic Drama League, in 
its brand new theatre, will offer 3-one- 
act religious plays late in Lent. 

Tulsa - 7th and 8th Grades at Monte Cas- 
sino will present CINDERELLA OF LORELAND 
Mar. 24, lst and 2d Grades are rehears- 
ing choric readings of original poetry 
for assembly program. 

Washington - Opening Mar. 7 for 3 weeks 
at Catholic University Theatre, THE ZEAL 
OF THY HOUSE by Dorothy Sayers, a play 
about the rebuilding of Canterbury Cath- 
edral which, like MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL 
was written for the Canterbury Festival. 

















Two programs with the NCTC St. Genesi- 
us emblem have reached us this month: 
Catholic Theatre Guild of Northern Ken- 
tucky sent one printed in green on white 
for its BABES IN TOYLAND; LaSalle Col- 
lege High School used it in black ink on 
a blazed white cover for DEATH TAKES A 
HOLIDAY, produced in Philadelphia Feb, 
15, 17, and 18, 

The spring production of the King-Coit 
School will be AUCASSIN AND NICOLETE, 
not THE TEMPEST as previously announced, 
If members wish to be notified in ad- 
vance of performance dates, they may 
write to the Service Bureau or to the 
King-Coit Assoc., 205 E. 67 St., NY 21. 

Sister Mary Helene Probst, C,C.V.I., 
of San Antonio, Texas, came to the Wich- 
ita meeting with her Mother Superior to 
try to induce the West Central Region to 
spur activity in Texas. Although San 
Antonio would be inconvenient for most 
members as 4 regional center, the re- 
quest for Conference sponsored activity 
in Texas is being referred to the Execu- 
tive Board. Eager as the Conference is 
to see units established at potential 
centres, until such time as an endowment 
is available which provides for travel- 
ing expenses of NCTC representatives, it 
cannot undertake this organizational 
program unless local groups support it. 
The whole project of diocesan organiza- 
tion, in fact, has been similarly wait- 
ing upon funds and the time of Confer- 
ence leaders who could approach the Hier- 
archy and NCTC members in local areas. 
The time will undoubtedly come when 
strong regional activity will be rein- 
forced by diocesan units, but that is 
not a one-year program. 

Campus Players, St. Mary of the Wa- 
satch, had important guests in its first 
audience for CAREER ANGEL in January: 
Bishop Hunt, the Abbot of the Trappist 
Monastery of Gethsemani, Kentucky, and 
Father Butler, It was Father Butler 
who invited the production to Price, 
Utah, 125 miles away. Sister Philip's 
cast, with props, angel and all, made 
the trip through real canyon roads in 
a special, chartered bus. An audience 
of 900 in the Civic Auditorium was most 
appreciative. 


IOTES 


Whatever your opinion of Ibsen, you 
perforce would agree that Fordham Uni- 
versity Theatre's production of PEER 
GYNT was exciting theatre. Our thanks 
to Albert McCleery, director, and the 
hundred who cooperated to make it super- 
ior entertainment, and to Robert Geirin- 
ger, long Father Pfeiffer's lead at 
Xavier High School, our hearty congratu- 
lations for a memorable performance. 

In Chicago for the College Festival 
Sister Mary Charles, 0.5.U., gave us a 
copy of Mary Manse College Players' pro- 
gram of STARDUST, produced at Toledo in 
January. 

St. Mary's High School, Bird Island, 
Minn., hunting a spring play, reports a 
recent production of THE FOREST PRINCE, 
an operetta with Tchaikovsky msic, and 
3 one-act plays: SPARING THE ROD, THANKS 
AWFULLY, and THE BLUE TEAPOT, 

RAMONA was presented by the Seniors of 
The Immaculata High School, Chicago, in 
February under the direction of Ann 
Helen Reuter. 

Sunday, Feb. 23, The Ardeleons, Col- 
lege of St. Benedict, staged a program 
of one-act plays: THE SHUTTING O' THE 
DOOR by Wallace Dickson; MY LADY'S LACE 
by Edward Knoblock; WHERE BUT IN AMERI- 
CA? by Oscar Wolff. 

At St. Xavier College, Chicago, MID- 
SUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM was given per- 
formances Feb. 13-14 under the direction 
of Helen C, Crowe. 

While Rosary College's popular direc- 
tor Robert C,. Thompson is at work on the 
major spring production, drama majors 
are staging short plays in February, 
March and April. 

From Chester Gallagher, ex-Loras Col- 
lege and currently at St, Charles Semi- 
nary, Baltimore, comes a clipping re- 
porting the good fortune of Russell Jon- 
dreau, Russell won an award in the Lor- 
as Festival last May; came to New York 
to study for the msical comedy stage; 
while in Washington one weekend went 
backstage to see some friends, and 
picked up a part in UP IN CENTRAL PARK. 

Catholic Theatre Guild of Pittsburgh 
devotes a page of its Curtain Call to 
NCTC news, 


PUBLICITY - Have you seen the articles on Catholic University in The Sign, 
and on the New York Blackfriars' and Catholic Theatre of Detroit in The 
Queen's Work? Sister Honora, publicity chairman, promises one soon in 


ork on the Conference. 











